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t was designer Charles:Eames who

best artculated Herman Miller's

vision when he said, "It was never
my design objective that the furnitore
be different or novel; only that it be
good to sit in, good 1o use, good 1o
loak ar, and easy for everyone to
buy” For the past 50 years, Herman
Miller has held true to that simple
philosophy. From the eternally stylish
19503 furniture by the Eameses,
George Nelson, Alvar Aalto, and
lsamu MNoguchi to the contemporary
pracucality of the Aeron office chair,
the Michigan-based company has
consistently produced superbly
crafted modern furniture

That same attention to detal char-
acterizes Edelman Leather, a third-
generation leather goods company that
has supplied the leather for the walls,
floors; and uphalstery in' corporate
mteriors, private jets and yaches, and
residental projects, Once suppliers 1o
the fashion industry, the husband-and-
wife team of Arthur and Teddy Edel-
man expanded their business 20 years
age, finding their niche in the high-
end custom upholstery marker. Now
their son and company president, John,
an avid collector of mid-century mod-
ern furniture, i+ making a move
into design-conscions furninre.
“When | got into the family
business. 10 years -ago, [ started
scavenging flea markets for
vintage furniture that | could
reupholster with our leathers,”
says John. “The pieces [ was
fincling were well designied, but |
didn't see them as mue collect-
ibles. They had fallen apart. The
quality just wasn't there"

Herman Miller has produced
some of the most comc preces
in- modern design, but it has
paid scant attention to making

EDELMAN [LEATHER
AND HERMAN MILLER
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the upholstery modern. The collabora-
tion between the two companies has
clesed these gaps."We are bringing the
best of the oo worlds topether,” says
Edelman. “They are the best in design;
we are the best in leather. Everything
that leaves our showroom has to be
inspected by an Edelman. After all,
we are still a farmaly business”

The Herman Miller for the Home

callection is bringing new life into the
classic furnishings. "We ook whatever
could be upholstered in leather from

Abover Enmes Lounge Chair
and Chtoman. Below: Eames
Safa In kid colf leather,

the 19508 desipns, along with a few
contemporary pieces from designers
like Mark Goetz, and are offering the
furnishings in our materials,” says
Edelman. With over a dozen of the
classics now available 1n more than
600 different colors and 30 different
textures through Edelman’s show-
roams, these are no longer the same
familiar, nred-looking chairs. 'l chal-
lenge anvone not to look owice when
they see a classic Eames lounge chair
in bright metallic blue leather,” he
savs. Edelman will also color
match the upholstery to any
personal possession, from a
watchband to a vintage car inte-
rior, “Great leather doesn’t ger
reupholstered: it gets inherted.
It becomes heirloom quality,”
Edelman says. “More than cre
ating a piece of furniture, we
are creating a part of someone’
life” —samantia neooxrs [
Edelian Leather, 800, 886.8339,
wnt edelmanleather.com;

Herman Miller, 388, 443 4357,
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